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Introduction 
 

To the student:  
This book teaches you legal English vocabulary and basic English grammar.  
Each chapter gives you a chance to speak, read, write, and listen to legal English.  
There is conversation, grammar, reading and writing exercises in every chapter.   
 
We try to make the chapters simple to understand.  Your teacher will help you to 
understand the difficult concepts and to define the vocabulary words.   
 
We hope that you will enjoy learning from this book.  It was written just for you 
– the Afghan student of legal English. 
 
 
To the teacher:  
The purpose of this book is to assist you in teaching English grammar and basic 
legal English to Afghans who are native Dari or Pashto speakers.  It attempts to 
present the vocabulary and the grammatical concepts using Afghan references 
and situations.  It was originally written to be used in association with the Stage 
Judicial Training Program sponsored by the Afghan Supreme Court, but could be 
equally useful in any beginning legal English course.   
 
Each chapter contains a brief conversation, in which students can practice 
speaking aloud.  This is followed by both legal and general vocabulary.  Next, a 
grammatical principle is introduced along with exercises that reinforce the 
concept.  Finally, there is a brief reading in which a legal case drawn from 
Afghan law is presented. The reading is followed by questions to help reinforce 
comprehension, vocabulary, and to provide opportunities for conversation and 
writing.   
 
By the end of this course, students will have been introduced to the fundamentals 
of English grammar and a significant amount of legal English vocabulary in the 
context of the Afghan legal system.  They will have had a chance to practice 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills also.   
 
This book is intended for beginners, but also introduces complicated concepts.  
This means that it relies on a good, proactive teacher to bring the complicated 
ideas to life.  It also assumes that the teacher will introduce such basic vocabulary 
as numbers, colors, etc, as they are relevant.   
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We have enjoyed putting this material together for you.  We hope you enjoy 
using it. 
 
About the author: 
Meg Swanson is a Professor of Communication Studies and Theatre Arts at the 
University of Wisconsin in River Falls.  She wrote this material while on a leave 
of absence from her teaching position, during which time she worked in 
Afghanistan with the USAID funded Afghanistan Rule of Law Project in 
(ARoLP). While in Kabul, she also taught Business English for the American 
University of Afghanistan.  
 
 
Walid Ahmad Noori has a diploma in Bilingual Skills and Interpretation from the 
North West London College, and works as an English Instructor and Legal 
Training Admin Assistant at ARoLP. Walid has also taught English at the Winter 
Academic Legal English Program, Albiruni University, the Ministry of Justice, 
and Stage Judicial Training. 
 
 
Tariq Aziz Azizi is a high school graduate of Midfield High School in Alabama  
Birmingham, when he attended the Department of State funded Youth and 
Exchange Studies Program from 2005–2006. He is currently a sophomore student 
at the Engineering Faculty of Kabul University. He is also a part time English 
Instructor at ARoLP where he has taught English for students and professors of 
Law and Sharia faculties in summer the and Winter Academic Legal English 
Program.  
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                    CHAPTER ONE 
  

 THE VERB “TO BE” 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue aloud. 
 

 Student A:  Where do you work? 
 

       Student B:  I work at the court. 
 
 
       Student A:   Are you a police officer? 
 
       Student B:   No.  I am a judge.    
 
 
       Student B:  What is your job? 
 
       Student A:   I am a police officer. 

 
 

 Legal Vocabulary 
          
            Judge               Burglary         Trial  

 
         Prosecutor      Witness        Lawyer 
 
         Legal case      Courtroom                Suspect 
 
         Police officer               Clerk           Criminal 
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 General Vocabulary 
 
  Nervous  Guilty 
 
  Worried  Confident 
 
  Serious  To charge 
 
 

 
 

 Exercises  
 

1. Fill in the blanks with the new vocabulary words. 

 In court, the _______________ defends the __________________.    

The_______________ guards the suspect.  ________________ are called in 

to testify.  The _____________ keeps the record of the trial.  The 

________________ will decide the case.  

 2. Write five sentences using the vocabulary words.  

 1. _____________________________________________________. 

 2. _____________________________________________________. 

 3. _____________________________________________________. 

 4. _____________________________________________________. 

 5. _____________________________________________________. 
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 Grammar 
 

“TO BE” VERB 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 Affirmative Sentences      

 I am (I’m) a judge.     

 Nasir is (Nasir’s) a clerk.   

 We are (we’re) witnesses.  

 You are (you’re)a lawyer.                                          . 

 

 

 Negative Sentences 

 You are not (aren’t) a police officer.  

 Nazeefa is not (isn’t) a suspect. 

Nasir is not (isn’t) a judge. 

 I am (I’m) not a criminal.         
 

 

 

Am  Is    Are 

 Asking a Question 

  Are you a criminal? 

 Is Said a lawyer? 

  Am I a witness? 

 Is Nazeefa a suspect? 
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 Exercises 
 1.  Fill in the blanks with the verb “to be.”  

     a. I _________ not a judge 

        b. I ___ a clerk.  

        c. He ________ a witness.    

        d. Said and Mehmet ______ police officers.   

        e. We _______ not on trial. 

 2. Write three questions using the verb “to be”. 

 1. _____________________________________________________? 

 2. _____________________________________________________? 

 3. _____________________________________________________? 

 

 Conversation  
 

 Ask your partner questions using the verb “to be.” 
 

      Example:   Q:  Are you a suspect?   

 A: No, I’m not. 

 
 Q:  Are you from Kabul? 

 A: Yes, I am. 
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 Reading: Burglary Trial  
 
 Nasir is a suspect in a legal case.  He is charged with burglary.  He comes 

into the courtroom and sees the three judges.  The judges are in charge of the trial 

and look very important.  Nasir sees the three judges. They are very serious.  

Nasir’s lawyer is worried.  The prosecutor is confident.  Nasir is nervous, but he 

tells the judges, “I am not guilty.”  

 

 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. What is the paragraph about? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2. What is the charge against Nasir? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3.  Who is in the courtroom? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

4.   Does Nasir plead “guilty” or “not guilty?”  

________________________________________________________ 
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Questions for Discussion: 

1. Why is Nasir nervous? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

2. Are the judges important?  Why? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

    3.  What do you think will happen next in the story? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

  Read the paragraph again.  Underline the verb “to be” and 

circle the legal vocabulary.  
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CHAPTER TWO 
  

 ADJECTIVES 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue aloud. 
 

 Person 1:  Is the tall man the suspect?  

  Person 2:  No, the small woman is the suspect.   

 

 Person 1:  Who is the sad little boy near her? 

  Person 2:  I don’t know.  Where is the big guard? 

 

           Person 1:  He is with the old judge.  Why are you here? 

           Person 2:   I am a crime reporter.
 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

Crime    Suspect  Guard    

   Litigator   Robber   Victim  

 Attorney   Evidence  Defense 

To steal   Judge   Witness 

Reporter   Burglary  Guilty    

 Lawyer   Courtroom  To charge  
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 Grammar 
   

 

 Definition: 

  An adjective is a word that describes a noun 

 
                 Subject      Adjective                    Adjective        Noun 

     The robber       is        guilty.                 He is a        new          litigator. 

     The victims     are      poor.       They are       young      lawyers. 

 

 
DIRTY 

 
CLEAN 

 
GUILTY 

 
WEAK 

 
INNOCENT

 
UGLY 

 
STRONG 

 
SMALL

 

 
POOR 

 
YOUNG 

 
OLD 

 
 

ADJECTIVE 
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 Exercises  

  1. Fill in the blanks with adjectives from the diagram on the 

previous page. 

a. The __________ man is limping into the court using his cane.   

b. The __________ child is holding his hand.   

c.  Is the ___________ box in the courtroom? 

d. The ______________ dog is eating my pizza.  

e. The _____________ boy is begging for money.    
 

 

 Reading: Burglary Trial 

 
 Nasir is a very nervous person. He is charged with stealing a gold ring 

from the hand of a dying man. Is Nasir guilty? Nasir knows the dead man. The 

man owed him 3,000Afs. Witnesses overheard Nasir shout and yell at the dead 

man two days earlier.  Nasir always wears a black head scarf, and witnesses say 

that a man in a black head scarf ran away from the house after the burglary. But 

Nasir was far away in Herat when the terrible crime happened. Nasir hopes that 

he has a good defense attorney.   
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 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. What crime is Nasir charged with? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2.  What is the evidence against him? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3.   What is his defense? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. Is the evidence against Nasir strong or weak? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

2. Is his defense strong or weak? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
  

3. What must Nasir’s attorney do so that Nasir does not go to jail? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

4. What will happen next in the story? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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 Writing 

Write a brief paragraph about what Nasir’s family is feeling 

about the trial.  Try to use  adjectives.   

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________. 
 

 Read the paragraph again.  Underline the verb “to be” and 

circle the adjectives.  
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CHAPTER THREE  
  

PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 
     Student A: Are you working today?  

     Student B: Yes, I am.   We are preparing for trial.   

 
 Student A: What is the case? 

             Student B:  It is a burglary.   

  
  Student B: Are you working? 

            Student A: No, I am going for a walk and playing tennis.     

 

 
 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

Testify   Case    Burglary 

 Misdemeanour  Robbery    Opinion  

Trial     Witness    Scene of a crime   

Judge   Kidnapping   Prosecutor  
 
 



  16
16 

 Grammar 
 

Present Continuous Tense 

 Definition:  

Present continuous tense talks about something that is 

happening right now. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Past 

Now 

Future 

I am eating now. 

Subject           be        verb + ing  
     I                  am       reading. 
  He/she/it     is        working. 
  We/you/they   are      washing. 

Subject    Be Not     verb+ ing    
      I    am      not     working. 
 He/she/it  is   not sleeping. 
We/you/they are      not     working. 

Be     Subject    verb+ ing  

Am         I                 working? 

Are        you/they        going? 

Is     he/she/it        helping? 

Affirmative Statements  Negative Statements 

Question Form 
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 General Vocabulary 

   To owe         To wear        To prepare       

   To lie    To work          To testify        

   To live       To whisper  To read          

   To tell   To happen        To leave  

  
 

 

 Exercises 
  1. Fill in the banks with the new vocabulary words. 

1. He is ____________ the boy. 

2. The ____________ is preparing for trial.  

3. The judge is __________ his opinion. 

4. The witness is __________ today. 

5. It is a ____________ to run a red light.   
 

   2. Write five sentences using the new vocabulary words.  

1. ______________________________________________. 

2. ______________________________________________. 

3. ______________________________________________. 

4. ______________________________________________. 

5. ______________________________________________. 
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3. Write five sentences using the present continuous tense. 

    Example:  Today, I am helping my mother. 

1. ___________________________________________________________. 

2. ___________________________________________________________. 

3. ___________________________________________________________. 

4. ___________________________________________________________. 

5. ___________________________________________________________. 

 4. Change the following sentences into questions. 

a. He is running away from the police.  

 Example:  Is he running away from the police?    

b. They are studying law. 

___________________________________________________? 

c. The witness is testifying today. 

___________________________________________________? 

d. It is a misdemeanour.   

___________________________________________________? 

e. You are working hard. 

___________________________________________________?  

f. He is reading.   

___________________________________________________? 
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5. Turn the following sentences into negatives. 

a. He is kidnapping the boy.   

Example:  He is not kidnapping the boy.  

b. She is studying for the exam. 

___________________________________________________. 

c. The prosecutor is preparing for trial.  

___________________________________________________. 

d. The judge is writing his opinion.  

___________________________________________________. 

e. They are awaiting trial.  

___________________________________________________. 

 

 Reading: Burglary Trial 

 The first witness is testifying.  He is telling the three judges that a man 

wearing a black head scarf was at the scene of the crime.  Hamid is shouting.  “It 

was not me.  I don’t have a black head scarf.  The witness is lying.” The judge is 

saying, “Be quiet.” The second witness is telling the judges that the dead man 

owes Hamid money.   Hamid is getting out of his seat and banging his fist on the 

table. The judges are whispering.  One judge is not happy. He is telling Hamid to 

leave the court.
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 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1.  Does the dead man owe Hamid money? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2.  Are the judges whispering? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3.   What does the judge tell to Hamid? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. Is it good that Hamid leaves the court? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

2. Is it bad that the judges are whispering? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 Underline examples of the present continuous tense in the 

paragraph above. 
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 Writing 

Write a paragraph about this burglary case.  

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________. 
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                    CHAPTER FOUR 
  

SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE / CONTINUOUS TENSE 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 
Student (A):  I go to the library to study every day.  

    Do you go to the library every day? 

    Student (B):  No, today I am going to the court.   

 Then I am going to the Stage.   
      

    Student (A):   Do you attend the Stage every Thursday?   

    Student (B):   Yes, I attend the Stage every Thursday.   

         Do you come to the Stage every Thursday? 
 

Student (A):   No, Sometimes, I work at the Ministry of Justice. 

    Student (B):    I work at the Ministry of Justice also.   

   I walk there every day.  
 

    Student (A):   I often walk, but today I am driving my car.   
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 Legal Vocabulary 
 

     Ministry of Justice      Court             To prosecute 

       Felony        Stage            To practice law 

       To try a Case           To defend        Accused 

       Provincial court  Action        Court transaction 

 

 
 

 Grammar 
 

The Simple Present Tense 

 Definition:  

Use the simple present to tell or ask about habits, 
customs, and things that happen again and again. 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 I work at the Ministry of Justice. 

Rashet goes to the Stage every day. 

She doesn’t study. 

I go to school everyday. 

 Past Now Future 
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Simple Present Tense / Present Continuous Tense 

 
Simple Present        Present Continuous  

I study law at nine o’clock.     I am studying law right now.     

He studies law at nine o’clock, too.    He is studying law right now. 

She doesn’t study.       She isn’t studying with me. 

They don’t study with us.      They aren’t studying with us. 

Do you study in the library?     Are you studying English? 

 

 

Subject            verb       Time Marker  
     I                    talk  every day. 
  He/she/it         walks every night. 
  We/you/they    laugh  every day. 

Does/Do     Subject  Verb        Time Marker 

Do                I           eat    lunch         every day? 

Does   he/she/it   speak    English      every morning? 

Do             they/we/you    cry                           when sad? 

Affirmative Statements 

Question Form Statements 

Subject          Negative      verb   Time Marker 
     I                      do not             speak   at night. 
  He/she/it         does not          eat   lunch. 
  We/you/they     do not      walk.  every day. 

Negative Statements 
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Adverbs of Frequency  
 

Always Frequently Usually         Often   Sometimes  Rarely        Never 

 

 General Vocabulary 

       Drive   Certificate       Habit   

       Library  Stage              Expression 

       Attend  Custom           To receive  

       Listen   To remind  
 

 

 Exercises 
1. Fill in the blanks with the simple present form of the verbs 

listed above. 

          (read, study, drive, eat, prosecute, work,  practice, watch) 

Example:  I read the newspaper every day. 
 

a. You frequently ________ your car to the court on Thursdays. 

b. We ___________ law together every evening. 

c. They always __________ legal cases in the provincial courts.   

d. We ___________law in Kabul.   

e. The court often ___________ felony cases. 

f. I usually _______ in a restaurant on Saturday.  

g. They never __________ television in the evening. 
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2. Underline the correct form of the verb for each of the 

following sentences: 

1. Right now, Abdul ( plays/ is playing) football in the park. 

2. While I wait, the judge (makes/is making) his decision.  

3. (You take/ are you taking) the case?  

4. (They are not reading/ They not read) their notes.     

5. I usually (prosecute/am prosecuting) felony cases.   

6. They always (drive, are driving) their car to the Stage.   

7. Farima (works, is working) every night. 

8. Mojib (works, is working) on his homework tonight. 

9. (You work, Are you working) on the case? 
 

3. Underline the adverbs of frequency in the sentences below.  

Then rewrite the sentence in the simple present tense with a 

different frequency adverb. 
 

Example: I am going to Mazar-e-Sharif tomorrow.  

 I go to Mazar-e-Sharif every  New Year.   

1. We are returning home next week. 

____________________________________________________. 

2. Hamid is reading the court transactions right now.  

____________________________________________________. 

3. I am returning home tomorrow. 

____________________________________________________. 

4. She is defending the accused in court next month. 

____________________________________________________. 
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4. Turn these sentences into negatives. 

Example:  He reads the law. 

He does not read the law.   

1. He goes to court. 

____________________________________________________. 

2. He listens to the judge. 

____________________________________________________. 

3. They receive a certificate. 

____________________________________________________. 

4. I eat ice cream. 

____________________________________________________.  
 

 

 Reading: Burglary Trial 
 

 Hamid sits outside the court.  He is sad and worried.  He knows that the 

judge is angry.  His lawyer tells him that he must listen to the judge.  Hamid rubs 

his beard. He looks tired.  His lawyer reminds him that the judges hear the case. 

They listen to all the witnesses. They consider the evidence. Then the judges 

decide who is guilty and who is innocent. Now, Hamid is very worried about 

what the court decides.  
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 Exercises  

Questions for Understanding: 

1. Is Hamid worried? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2. Is Hamid sad? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3. What does the lawyer say?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

4. How does Hamid look? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion:      
 

1. Why is Hamid sad and worried? 

_______________________________________________________ 

2. Does Hamid have a good lawyer?  

_______________________________________________________ 

3. Do people in Afghanistan usually have lawyers in court?  

_______________________________________________________ 

 Underline the sentences in the simple past. Circle the sentences 

in the present continuous. 
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 Writing 

Write three sentences about Hamid in the simple present 

tense.  Rewrite them in the present continuous tense.   

1. _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________. 

2. _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________. 

3. _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
  

THE PAST TENSE USING “TO BE” 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 
  Student A:  Were you home yesterday?  

 Student B:    I was at the court 

 

 Student A:    Was there a trial? 

 Student B:      Yes, there was. 

 Student A:  Was the defendant guilty? 

             Student B:   No, she was acquitted.   

 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

 Robbery  Acquit    Prosecutor   

 Trial   Victim   Evidence 

 Defense   Testimony    Jail 

 Verdict  Lawyer   Larceny  

 Defendant  Judge    Convinced  
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 Grammar 
 

The Past tense using the verb “to be” 

 Definition:  

Present continuous tense talks about something that 

happened in the past. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Past 

Now 

Future 
I was home last night. 

Subject            be          Time Marker  
     I                    was       home      yesterday. 
  He/she/it         was       at school      last night. 
  We/you/they    were      in Herat      one year ago. 

Be      Subject    Time Marker 

Was                I          at home          last night? 

Was   he/she/it  at school   yesterday? 

Were            they/we/you    at home          last night? 

Affirmative Statements 

Question Form Statements 

Subject            be/not                      Time Marker  
     I                    was not             home      yesterday. 
  He/she/it         was not             at school      last night. 
  We/you/they    were not           in Herat      one year ago. 

Negative Statements 
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 General Vocabulary 

 Yesterday  Last Night    Last Week    

 One Year Ago  Contraction   Last year  

 To Begin  Decision    Happened 

 
 

 Exercises 
1. Write five past tense sentences using the verb “to be”. 

 Example:  I wasn’t reading yesterday. 
1. ______________________________________________. 

2. ______________________________________________. 

3. ______________________________________________. 

4. ______________________________________________. 

5. ______________________________________________. 

   2. Fill in the blanks using the verb “to be”  

 Example:  Yesterday, the judge was at court. 

1. We ______________ the victims of a robbery last year.  

2. _____________ you at home last week? 

3. I _____________ a victim last week.   

4. ___________ he studying last night?  

5. They _________________ on time yesterday.   
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3. Fill in the blank with the correct past tense negative 

contraction.   

Example:  Last month we weren’t ready to begin. 

1. I _________ on time yesterday. 

2. She ___________ studying last night. 

3. ___________ they home last week?  

4. You _____________ a lawyer. 

5. We _______________ the defendants.  

 

 Reading: Burglary Trial 
 

The trial of Hamid was finished last week. Was the verdict good for Hamid? 

The judges were happy with the defence. They were not convinced by the 

testimony of the witness.  There was no black head scarf. There was no gold ring. 

The witness was not correct. The charge was not true. Hamid was not guilty of 

larceny. Now Hamid is happy. He is not in jail. He is home. 

 

 

 
 
 
 



  34
34 

 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. Were the judges happy with the prosecutor? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2.  Was the witness correct? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________ 

3. Was Hamid guilty of larceny? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

4. Is Hamid in jail? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion:      
 

1. Is this a good decision?   
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 Underline the past tense of “to be”. Circle the present tense of 

the verb “to be” 
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 writing 

Write eight sentences about Hamid using the past tense of 

the verb “to be” and using past markers. 

 Example:  Yesterday Hamid was sad. 

1. ______________________________________________. 

2. ______________________________________________. 

3. ______________________________________________. 

4. ______________________________________________. 

5. ______________________________________________. 

6. ______________________________________________. 

7. ______________________________________________. 

8. ______________________________________________. 
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                      CHAPTER SIX 
  

QUESTION WITH WH-WORDS 
ANSWERS WITH PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 
Student A:  What are you studying?  

Student B:   I am studying law.  
 
Student A:  Where do you study?   

Student B:  At the Stage. 
 
Student A:  Why do you study? 

Student B:   I want to improve my legal English. 
 
Student A:   Who is your professor? 

Student B:   My professor is Dr. Hossan. 
 
Student A:   When will you complete the course? 

Student B:    In March.   
 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

Oath    Hearing  Bail 

Land dispute   Victim   Murder  
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 General Vocabulary 
 

To argue   Problems  To meet  

 People    To stop  Dialogue  

  Destination  National  Peace 
 

 
 

 Grammar 
 

QUESTION WITH WH-WORDS 

 Definition:  

Use who to ask questions about people. 

Use why to ask for reasons. 

Use what to ask questions about things or actions. 

Use where to ask questions about places.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who             is    working? 

Why             are     you     stopping? 

What     are         you            reading?         

Where    are     they   going? 

WH- Word  Verb   Subject  Verb+ing 
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 Exercises 
1. Write four questions using different WH-words. Then answer 
the question. 

Example:  Where is the law faculty?  
 It is at Kabul law University. 
 1)  Q. _______________________________________________? 

       A.________________________________________________. 
 

 2)  Q. _______________________________________________? 

       A.________________________________________________. 
 

 3)  Q. _______________________________________________? 

       A.________________________________________________. 
 

 4)  Q. _______________________________________________? 

       A.________________________________________________. 

2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words. Then read the 

dialogue with a partner. 

Wazir: ___________ is the National Legal Training Center? 

Nafeeza: ______________ is it? It is in the new building. ______ 

are you looking for? 

Wazir:  I am looking for the director. _________ is his office?   

Nafeeza:  __________do you need the director?   

Wazir: We are old friends.   
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   3. Write five sentences using the new vocabulary words.  

1. ______________________________________________. 

2. ______________________________________________. 

3. ______________________________________________. 

4. ______________________________________________. 

5. ______________________________________________. 
 

 4. Match the questions with correct letter. 

1. What are you reading?       A) He has a trial.   

2. Why is Abdul in court?              B) Amadullah is. 

3. When is the hearing?  C) It is at the university.   

4. Where is the law library?  D) My English textbook.  

5. Who is the defense attorney?  E)  It is tomorrow.      

 

 Reading: Land Dispute Story  
After thirty years of war, the people of Afghanistan want peace.  But the 

past is still a problem. What are the problems?  Why do the problems continue? 

When will the problems end? One of the problems is land disputes.  Who owns 

the land?  Many fights occur about this.  Who is hurt?  Innocent people are the 

victims. Why is it happening? Murder, burglary, and larceny are some reasons.  

One of the victims was Mohammed Hashim.   
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 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. What does Afghanistan want? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2.  What is causing fights? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3.   What is happening to innocent people? 

_________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

4. Who is being hurt? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

5. Who was one of the victims? 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. Are land disputes a problem in Afghanistan?  Why? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
 

2. Are there innocent victims? Why? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________  
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 Reread the paragraph and underline the WH-words in the 

paragraph? 

 
 

 writing 

Write five sentences about problems from the war. 

1. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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CHAPTER SEVEN  
  

POSSESSIVE NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 

aloud. 
 

Student A:  This is my first case in the Criminal Court.   

Student B:  Who is your client?      
 

          Student A:  My client is Obaid.   

          Student B:  Why is your client on trial?  
 

Student A:  The police found his axe, and he discovered his footprints   

          Student B:   Then, his guilt is clear.  
 

Student A:  His wife is worried. Their children are coming to court.   

          Student B:   This is a very sad case.   
 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

Defendant   Investigate     Criminal case   

Land dispute           Crime scene  Civil suit    

Revenge             Appeal  Investigate  

          Hearing     Allegation   Footprint 
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 General Vocabulary 
 
 Think   Reputation          Suddenly  

          Trust   Discovered     Believe   

Want               Know               Die  
 

 
 

 Grammar 
 

POSSESSIVE NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES  

 Definition:  

Possessive nouns and possessive adjectives show 

belonging.   
   Example:  Nassima’s trial  
            (The trial that belongs to Nassima)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add an apostrophe (‘) +s to a singular noun to show 

possession.   

Example:  Keramuddin’s book 

Add an apostrophe (‘) to a plural noun ending in S to 

show possession.   

Example:  The boys’ gym. 
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 Exercises 
1. Put the correct possessive pronoun in the blank.  

Example:  I left my scarf at home. 

1. He needs ________ book. 

2. She made _________ allegation in the court. 

3. He is a young lawyer.  This was ________ first criminal case. 

    I     My  

    You    Your  

    He     His 

    She     Her 

    It     Its 

    We     Our      

    You    Your  

    They     Their   

Subject Pronoun     Possessive Adjective 

I am a lawyer. My office is in Shar e now. 

You are standing. Your seat is here.    

She is the defendant. Her case is pending. 

He is a prosecutor. His client is in court. 

It is my case. Its case number is 175. 

We are litigators. Our fees are high. 

You are defendants. Your case begins now. 

They are students.  Their school is Kabul University.  
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4. They were hoping to win __________ appeal.  

5. We are looking for ___________ sister. 

6.  Where is ___________ casebook? 

7.  Court will begin.  Please take __________ seat. 

8.  That belongs to me. It is ______ briefcase.   

9.  I found the room.  ________ number is 25. 

10.  I love Kabul.  It is ________ home.   

2. Insert the correct singular noun and add an apostrophe to 

show possession. Then rewrite the sentence using the correct 

possessive pronoun.  
 

Example: This is Ajmal’s shirt (Ajmal).  This is his shirt.  

_______________________________________________________ 

1.  We will go to the ________ soccer game (boys). 

_______________________________________________________    

2. Where is _________________ (Najib) bicycle?  

_______________________________________________________ 

3.  Why are ________________ (Nafis) books on the floor?  

_______________________________________________________ 

4.   The _________________ (students) classes are cancelled.  

_______________________________________________________ 

5.   I heard the ____________________ (plaintiff) case.   

_______________________________________________________ 

6.   She wants to try the _______________ (defendant) case.   

_______________________________________________________ 

7.   She prosecutes the ________________ (state) case.   

_______________________________________________________ 
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8.   This is ________________ (Hamid) investigation.   

_______________________________________________________ 

9. We will file our __________ (client) appeal. 

_____________________________________________________ 

10.    The evidence supports the ___________ (defendant) case.   

_______________________________________________________ 
 

3. Write five sentences using possessive adjectives  

Example: I am working on his appeal.    
1. __________________________________________________. 

2. __________________________________________________. 

3. __________________________________________________. 

4. __________________________________________________. 

5. __________________________________________________. 

 

 Reading: Afzal’s Story  
Afzal is 22 years old. He studies at Kabul University.  His teachers say that 

he is a good student. He returns home to visit his family in his home village. He 

sits in the garden reading a letter from his teacher.  His mother is in the garden 

with her roses. Suddenly, criminals attack him with an axe and murder him 

because of a land dispute with his family. It was revenge against his father who 

took land from his neighbour during the war. The police come to the crime scene 

to investigate.  They ask questions about the murder. Their questions are hard for 

Afzal’s family to answer. 
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 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. Was Afzal murdered with a gun? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2. Where was he when he was murdered? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3.  What type of a student was Afzal?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

4.   How old was he? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

5. Where did he study? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

6. Why was Afzal murdered? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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Questions for Discussion: 

1. Does Afghanistan have many land disputes?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2. Do many innocent people die in land disputes?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 Writing 

Write five sentences to explain why it is sad that Afzal died? 

1. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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CHAPTER EIGHT  
  

IRREGULAR VERBS IN THE PAST TENSE  

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 
  Student A:   I went to the court yesterday and I saw you there. 

             Student B:   I was there to remedy a mistake. 
 

 Student A:   What did you do? 

Student B:   I forgot to file an important claim for my client.  So 

yesterday, I brought the papers to the court 
 

 Student A:  Did you receive a receipt for the file? 

 Student B:  Yes, I did. 
 

 Student A:  What kind of a claim is it?  

             Student B:   It is a land claim.   

 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

Justice   Elude justice   Claim 

False claim   Exploitation   Receipt 

Mitigation    Intimidation     Unjust 
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 General Vocabulary 

       Circumstance   Managing    Forget       

       Thieves         Bring   Declare    

        Insufficient    Meet   Hearing    

 
 

 Grammar 
 

Irregular Verbs in the Past tense  
 

 Definition:  

Many English verbs are irregular in the past tense. 

Irregular verbs do not end with “ed” in the past tense.  

Each has a different form. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Base Form Past Form 

 Do   Did 

 Eat  Ate 

 Feel  Felt 

 See  Saw 

 Forget  Forgot  

 Base Form Past Form 

Find  Found 

Go   Went 

Meet  Met 

Send  Sent 

 Drink   Drank 
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 Exercises 
Complete the following sentences by using the past tense of 
the irregular verb. 
 

Example: I fought for the right to have my day in court (fight). 

1. The plaintiff _________ that he has been exploited. (feel)  

2. He _______ that there were mitigating circumstances. (forget) 

3. We _____________ for the policeman. (send) 

4. They __________ with their attorney yesterday. (meet) 

5. They ______________ declared “not guilty.” (be)  

Subject           Verb      Time Marker  
     I                   saw     the thieves       yesterday. 
  He/she/it        ate     rice   last night. 
  We/you/they   drunk     milk       two days ago. 

Did      Subject Verb    Time Marker 

Did                I         see      the thieves         last night? 

Did  he/she/it eat         rice          yesterday? 

Did            they/we/you    drink     milk   last night? 

Affirmative Statements 

Question Form Statements 

Subject            did/not       Verb                    Time Marker  
     I                    did not         see     the thieves        yesterday. 
  He/she/it         did not         eat        rice         last night. 
  We/you/they    did not         drink    milk        two days ago. 

Negative Statements 
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6. We ________ to lunch with the judges last Monday. (go) 

7. He _____________ the important evidence. (find)  

8. She ___________ that justice was done. (see) 

9. He ____________ a good job managing the hearing. (do)  
 

 2. Change each of these sentences from present tense to the past 

tense. 

Example: She goes to the office every day. 
She went to the office yesterday. 

1. He meets his client at the jail. 

____________________________________________________. 

2. They find that there is insufficient evidence. 

____________________________________________________. 

3. The verdict is “guilty.” 

____________________________________________________. 

4. He makes a false claim to the court.   

____________________________________________________. 

5. The criminal eludes justice. 

____________________________________________________. 

6. He sends for the clerk so the hearing can begin. 

____________________________________________________. 

7. The case is closed. 

____________________________________________________. 

8. We need a receipt for the evidence. 

____________________________________________________. 

9. The case goes to trial today.   

____________________________________________________. 
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 Reading: Afzal’s Story 
 

Afzal’s murderers left Afghanistan and went to Pakistan.  There, they hide from 

the police. They found wild food in the forests and ate and drank well.  They met 

people who helped them and drove them to Peshawar where they eluded justice. 

The father of Afzal met with the Afghan police but the police said that they 

couldn’t look for the murderers in Pakistan.  And, there were mitigating 

circumstances in the land claim.  Afzal’s father was angry. “This is unjust,” he 

said.    

 

 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. Where did Afzal’s  murderers go? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2. What did they eat? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3.  How did they get to Peshawar? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

4. What did Afzal’s father feel? What did he say?  
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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5. Why did Afzal’s father meet with the police? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

6. Why couldn’t the police look for the murderers?  
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion:      
 
1. Why is the end of Afzal’s story unjust?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2.  Was the father right to be angry?  
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 Please underline the past tense of the irregular verbs in the story 

above.  Circle the past form of regular verbs.   

 

 writing 

Reread the story. Write five sentences using the past tense to 

describe what happened to the murderers after they escaped 

from jail. 

1. _________________________________________________. 

2. _________________________________________________. 

3. _________________________________________________. 

4. _________________________________________________. 

5. _________________________________________________. 
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CHAPTER NINE  
  

-- Imperatives -- Making Suggestions -- Giving Advice –  

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 
 Student A:   All rise for the judge.  Please be seated.  Is the defendant in 

the courtroom? 
 

 Student B:   Yes your honor.   
 

 Student A:    Please begin.  Let’s not waste time.  
 

 Student B:    My client requests a continuance of his case.  An  

                               important witness has left Kabul.  
 

             Student A:   Stop!  I warn you that the court does not like to continue 

cases.    
 

 Student B:   Let’s not be hasty in making a judgment. Please, let me 

explain.  
 

 Student A:    Go ahead. 
 

Student B:    Why don’t we wait for the witness to return on Monday? 

Otherwise my client has no defense.    
 

          Student A:   Very well.  The case is continued until next Monday!   
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 Legal Vocabulary 
 

 Continuance   Injustice   Judgment  

 Hasty    Honor   Forced marriage  

 
 

 Grammar 
 

Imperatives, suggestions and giving advice 
 

 

 

 Definition:  

Use the imperative form to give instructions, commands, 

advice, warnings or polite requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please, bring the mail. 

Arrive in court early. 

Orders: Drop that gun! 

Suggestions: Arrive in court early. 

Warnings: Stop!  Land mines! 

 Polite Requests: Please let me in.  

Directions: Walk three blocks to Chicken Street. And turn right on ______ Street. 
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 General Vocabulary 

  Left   Picnic   Right    

Mountain   Forward  Waste   

Otherwise  Pregnant   Butcher  

Bridal store  Polite   Land mines 

 

 

 

 Exercises 
1. Underline the imperative words in the following paragraph.  

 

Turn left on Chicken Street. Walk forward three blocks and turn right at 

the butcher’s shop. Continue an additional five blocks past the fruit stand 

until you come to the bicycle shop.  Outside the shop is a box. Place the 

package in the box, turn around three times, and slowly walk to the left. 

Wait for me in front of the bridal store.   
 

   2. Make three suggestions using “let’s” or “why don’t we” 

 Example:  It is a beautiful day. 

1. Let’s go to the Park. 

2. Why don’t we go to Baghman? 

3. Let’s go to TV Mountain and have a picnic.   
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The Stage is cancelled for today.  

1. ____________________________________________________. 

2. ____________________________________________________. 

3. ____________________________________________________. 

 
          You have a new case.   

1. ____________________________________________________. 

2. ____________________________________________________. 

3. ____________________________________________________. 
  
 3.  Work with a partner.  Tell your partner how to get to Kabul 

University from your home.   

 

 Reading: Forced Marriage  

 

Sohila was fifteen years old.  She was the oldest child in a large family.  Her 
father, Abdul decided that it was time for her to get married: 

Abdul:  Why don’t we find you a husband?  Let’s choose Jawed. 
Sohila:  But I am too young. Why don’t you wait until I am 18? 

     Abdul:  Stop! Don’t argue!  
     Sohila:  Please don’t do this! 

      Abdul:  Why don’t you let me take care of your future? You will learn to love 
your husband.   

So, the wedding took place.  Soon, Sohila became pregnant and gave birth to a 
baby girl named Zohra.  She loved Zohra very much, but Jawed was not happy.  
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He wanted a son.  

 

 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. How old was Sohila when she was married? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

2. Who decided that Sohila needed to get married? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

3. What is her husband’s name? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

4. Did Sohila agree to the marriage? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

5. What did Sohila name her baby? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

6. Why was Jawed unhappy? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion:      

1. Is fifteen years a good age for marriage? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

2. Is it legal for Sohila to be married without her permission? 
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____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

3. Why do you think Jawed wanted a son?   
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
 

 Reread the story and underline the examples of imperatives, 

suggestions and advices.

 
 

 Writing 

Think about the reasons why Abdul wants Sohila to get married. 

Write three sentences explaining these reasons. 

1. ______________________________________________. 

2. ______________________________________________. 

3. ______________________________________________. 
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CHAPTER TEN  
 

 --Subject and Object Pronouns--  

 Conversation  
Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 

Student (A): You look tired today. 
   

        Student (B): I slept badly last night. I was worried about the court case that 

starts today.  Are you worried?  

      Student (A): Not me.  I know you and I will do a good job for our client. 

We always do. 
 

       Student (B): He trusts us.   

       Student (A): We will do a good job.   
 

        Student (B): But you don’t understand.  I don’t believe our client.  He stole 

the land.  He stole it from them.   

 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

Spousal abuse             Indictments  Child abuse 

Client               Victim   Decision  

Arrest         Position   Afraid 
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 General Vocabulary 

Angry    Right    Hit   

Jealous               Terrific  Advice             

Process   Improve  Shelf 

 
 

 Grammar 
Subject and Object Pronouns 

 Definition:  

A subject pronoun replaces a noun in the subject of a 

sentence.    
  

          Example:   The clerk called the court to order. 

                            He called the court to order.   

 

An object pronoun replaces a noun as the object of a 

sentence after the verb. 
 

         Example:    The clerk called the court to order. 

                           The clerk called it to order.    
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 Exercises 
1. Complete the sentences.  Use Subject and Object Pronouns.  

Then draw a line from the object pronoun to the noun or 

pronoun it replaces.   

Example:  Write the letter.  Then mail it.  
 

1.  Read the indictments.  Then process ___________. 
 

2.  Please don’t help us.  ___________ want to work alone. 
 

3.  Mustapha is smart.  Ask ___________ for help. 
 

4. The clerk has the papers.  Get _______ from ________. 
 

5. She knows the answer. Ask _________. 
 

6. Ismail and Ali are good at English.  Ask________ for help. 
 

7. There are two pies on the shelf.  Please don’t eat ________. 

Subject Pronoun +Verb 

I am (I’m) 

We are (we’re) 

You are (you’re) 

They are (they’re) 

He (he’s) 

She (she’s) 

It (it’s) 

Subject Pronoun 

I 

We 

You 

They 

He 

She 

It 

Object Pronoun 

Me 

Us 

You 

Them 

Him 

Her 

It 
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8. I missed the bus.  Please help ________. 

 
9. We know our rights.  Don’t arrest ______.   

 
 

 

 Reading: Forced Marriage  

 

One day Jawed became angry.  He hit Sohila.  This is spousal abuse. The 

baby cried and he hit baby Zohra. This is child abuse.  Sohila told him to stop, 

but he hit her again.  He knocked her to the floor.  Sohila asked her mother for 

advice.  Her mother advised her to return to Jawed.  “He is your husband now.  

Men often get jealous after the birth of a child.  Stay with him and things will 

improve. It is wrong to leave your husband” But things did not improve. When 

Sohila took her mother’s advise and stayed with Jawed. Sohila became afraid for 

her child and for herself. 
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 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. What did Jawed do to Sohila? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

2. What did he do to baby Zohra? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

3. What was Sohila’s mother advice? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

4. Did Sohila obey her mother? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

5. Did things improve? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

6. What did Sohila feel? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion:      

1. What is child abuse?  What is spousal abuse? 
____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

2. Do these things happen often in Afghanistan? 
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____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

3. What is the law in Afghanistan about spousal abuse and child abuse? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

4. What do you think about the advice that Sohila’s mother gave to her?  

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
 

 Reread the story, underline subject pronouns and circle object 

pronouns.

 
 

 Writing 

Write three sentences advising Sohila to remain with Jawed. 

1. ________________________________________________________. 

2. ________________________________________________________. 

3. ________________________________________________________. 
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                  CHAPTER ELEVEN  
  

-- COMPARISONS -- 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

    Student (A):  You are so tall.  Are you taller than Sohila? 

             Student (B):  No, Sohila is taller than I am. 

             Student (A):  I am very short.  Is Abdul shorter than me?  

             Student (B):  No, you are shorter than Abdul. 

             Student (A): Are you smart?  

 Student (B):  Yes, I am smart but Jamila is smarter than me.   

 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 

Case                           Civil                                   Burglary                     

Individual   Criminal Court                  Robbery                            

Trial               Appeals Court                      Family Court 

Decision                    Urban Primary Court           Consent 

Against the Law      Justice System        Punishment  
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 General Vocabulary 

 

  Tall                         Healthy   Short            

Thin    Smart                        Large 

Great           Busy    Difficult     

Fast   Beautiful   

 
 

 

 Grammar 
 

--- Comparatives – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Definition:   

Use the comparative form of the adjective + than to 

compare two people, places, or things.   

Example:  Rahid is older than Jamal. 

Afghanistan is bigger than Japan 

The yellow car is faster than 
the green bicycle. 
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 Exercises 
1. Fill in the blank with the comparative form of the 

adjective. 

Example: The house is bigger than (big) the car. 

1. The car is ________________ (small) the bus. 

2. Rajid is ____________________ (smart) Amid. 

3. Jamila is _____________ (beautiful) Sohila. 

4. Jawed is _____________________ (good) Kariam. 

5. This case is ___________________ (important) the others. 

6. Wahid is _________________ (fast) Ashraf. 

7. Dubai is _________________ (busy) Kabul.  

Big     Bigger 

Old    Older 

Thin     Thinner  

Smart    Smarter 

Healthy Healthier

One Syllable Adjectives  

Beautiful  more beautiful 

Expensive  more expensive 

Important more important 

Adjective with Two or more Syllable  

Irregular Adjectives 

Good          Better 
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   2. Form questions using the comparative form of the adjective. 

Example:  Is your friend, tall/you. 

   Is your friend taller than you? 

1. Is the trial/interesting/ television. 

______________________________________________________? 

2. Does Jamal/work/hard/you? 

______________________________________________________? 

3. Does Judge Ashraf/make/ good/decisions/Judge Sabor. 

______________________________________________________? 

4. Is civil court/important/criminal court. 

______________________________________________________? 

5. The appeals court is/small/the urban primary court. 

______________________________________________________? 

6. Is the plaintiff’s case/strong/ the defendant. 

______________________________________________________? 

7. Is the punishment for robbery/great/ the punishment for burglary. 

______________________________________________________? 
 

3. Write five sentences comparing two people, places or things. 

Example:  The Afghan justice system is more important than the 
Afghan economy.  

1. ____________________________________________________. 

2. ____________________________________________________. 

3. ____________________________________________________. 

4. ____________________________________________________. 

5. ____________________________________________________. 
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 Reading: Forced Marriage  
 

Sohila went to the family court.  She asked the judge for a divorce.  It was 

against the law to be married without her own consent.  It was against the law to 

be married before her sixteenth birthday.  Jawed was angry.   Sohila’s family was 

angrier.  They came to the court. Jawid’s family also came.  The families argued 

that Sohila and Jawed should stay married.  Marriage is sacred.  The two must 

live together and work out their problems.  Family is more important than 

individual happiness.  The court agreed, and they are still married.  

Sohila and Jawed now have a son, Abdul.  Abdul is smaller than Zohra. 

Zohra is taller than Abdul.  Zohra is smarter than Abdul. She can walk and talk.  

Jawed is happier now that he has a son.  Sohila is sadder because she still wants a 

divorce.

 

 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. Where did Sohila take her case? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2. What did she ask for? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

3. What did Jawed and the families want? 
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

4. How many children do Sohila and Jawed have now? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

5. Is Jawed happy now? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

6. Did Sohila get a divorce? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

7. Is Sohila happy? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion:      

1. According to Sharia law, does Sohila have a right to divorce? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 Reread the story. Underline the comparatives. Circle the new 

vocabulary words. 
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 writing 

If Sohila was divorced, what would her life be like now?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ 
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CHAPTER TWELVE  
  

--- CAN --- SHOULD --- HAVE TO --- 

 Conversation  
 

Instructions:  Working with a partner, repeat this dialogue 
aloud. 

 
  Student A: Can you bring the trial documents tomorrow to the court.  

     Student B: Sorry, I can’t. I must go to Ministry of Justice tomorrow.   

 
 Student A: When do you have to be there? 

             Student B:  I have to be there at 10am. 

  
  Student A: O.K. then I should ask someone else.  

            Student B: I am sorry that I am not available tomorrow.  

 

 
 

 Legal Vocabulary 
 
   Trial documents Suicide attack  Suicide 

  Document  Opinion  Truth 

  Justice System Observe  Foreigner  
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 Grammar 
 

Modals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Definition:  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is cold outside; I 
have to close the door. 

I can’t go to court tomorrow. 
I have to go shopping. 

Use “can” to show ability or responsibility. 

 Example:  I Can  ask a new lawyer about the case. 

Use should, to give advice or to make suggestions.  

 Example:  What Should I do with the documents? 

Use “have to” to show necessity.  

 Example:  Do I have to talk with the prosecutor? 
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 General Vocabulary 

 

 Ability   Responsibility   Necessity 

 Suggestion   Female   Suit  

 Scarf    Advice   Absent   

 
 

 Exercises 
  1. Fill in the blanks with the affirmative or negative form of 

have to/has to. 

1. We have to speak (speak) English in class. 

2. We_____________________ (do) homework for all classes.  

3. The judge __________ (give) his opinion. 

4. The witness __________ (tell) the truth. 

5. You ____________ (wear) a suit at University.   
 

   2. Write 5 sentences about what you can do to improve the  

justice system in Afghanistan? 

2. ______________________________________________. 

3. ______________________________________________. 

4. ______________________________________________. 

5. ______________________________________________. 

6. ______________________________________________. 
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3. What should foreigners observe when they come to 

Afghanistan. 

    Example:  Female foreigners should wear scarves. 

1. _________________________________________________________. 

2. _________________________________________________________. 

3. _________________________________________________________. 

4. _________________________________________________________. 

5. _________________________________________________________. 

 4. Make sentences using the modals (can, have to, should) from 

the following information. 

a. Ahmad / drive a car.  

 Example:  Ahmad can drive a car.    

b. Sharia students / study Arabic. 

___________________________________________________. 

c. Kariam / be in class everyday. 

___________________________________________________. 

d. Teachers / be patient in class.  

___________________________________________________. 

e. We / work hard everyday. 

___________________________________________________.  
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 Reading: Suicide  
Jamshid is 28 years old. He is a law student at Balkh University. He is 

married to Fazila. He has two daughters and a two-year old son. His family lives 

in Herat, but he lives in a Balkh dormitory. It is his last year in college. He got a 

job at Balkh’s primary court as a prosecutor. 

One day while he was on his way to the university, something bad 

happened that changed his family’s life. He died in a suicide attack. After a few 

days, Fazila and the rest of his family found out about this. They were very upset. 

Fazila’s father told her that she must live with Jamshid’s family for the rest of her 

life because of her financial problems and Afghan culture. Fazila was unhappy 

with this decision. Her mother-in-law did not like her. Fazila did not have any 

choice.  

When she went to Jamshid’s family’s house, everyday her brothers-in-law 

and her sisters-in-law beat her and her children. No one listened to her. One day 

she decided to finish her life, so she burned herself with gasoline. When police 

found out, they arrested Jamshid’s brother. They sent Jamshid’s children to the 

Ashiana Orphanage.  
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 Exercises  
Questions for Understanding: 

1. Why did Fazila burn herself? 

____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

2. Should a widow stay with their husband’s family?  

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

3. What was Fazila’s father’s decision? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

4. Why do so many women set themselves on fire in Afghanistan?  

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. How can the government prevent suicide bombers? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

2. Why do people become suicide bombers? 

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
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 writing 

Write three  paragraphs about Fazila’s family.  

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Test Yourself 
  

 Use the questions below to review what you have 

learned.   

I. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb “to be.” 

a. I _________ a lawyer. 

b. They __________ participants in the Stage training. 

c. Yesterday, they __________ at the INLTC Library. 

d. You __________ ready to be called to the court. 

e. ________ we going to work today? 

f. He ________ not prepared for the trial. 

g.  _____ she at the court yesterday? 

h.  The verdict __________ announced on Thursday. 

i.  ___________ the verdict announced on Thursday? 

j. We ______________ in the courtroom on Wednesday but there 

___________ no verdict.   

k. She __________ ready to study now. 
 

II. Turn the following statements into questions. 

1. I am planning to work in Kabul. 

_____________________________________________________? 

2. She is my friend. 

_____________________________________________________? 

3. You are looking for Mojib. 

_____________________________________________________? 
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4. Jamila was here yesterday. 

_____________________________________________________? 

5. We are at the Hoqooq today. 

_____________________________________________________? 

6. We can pass the English test. 

_____________________________________________________? 

7. They are going to Dubai. 

_____________________________________________________? 

8. I am not going to Dubai.  

_____________________________________________________? 

9. He is wearing a Massoud hat. 

_____________________________________________________? 

10. She reads the newspaper every day. 

_____________________________________________________? 

 

III. Answer these questions using contractions.  You can 

respond to the questions however you like.   

a. Are you a judge? 

______________________________________________________. 

b. Is Jamal your brother? 

______________________________________________________. 

c. Where is your sister? 

______________________________________________________. 

d. Who is Zabi? 

______________________________________________________. 

e. What is your favourite food? 

______________________________________________________. 
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f. Who is your favourite singer? 

______________________________________________________. 

g. What is your favourite television show? 

                  _______ _______________________________________________. 

h. Do you like to study English? 

______________________________________________________. 

i. Are you attending the Stage course? 

______________________________________________________. 
 

IV. Fill in the blank with the correct “wh” word. Then write an 

answer to the question. 

a. __________ day is it? 

_____________________________________________________. 

b. __________ read the book? 

_____________________________________________________. 

c. __________ is your mobile number? 

_____________________________________________________. 

d. ___________ is the exam taking place? 

_____________________________________________________. 

e. ___________ will you leave to go to Jalalabad? 

_____________________________________________________. 

f. _________ do you need to copy my notes? 

_____________________________________________________. 

g. ____________ colour is your new headscarf? 
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____________________________________________________. 

V. Fill in the blanks with either the present prefect of the 

present progressive form of the verb.   

1. Aisha _________________ (go) to see her mother tomorrow. 

2. Her mother ____________ (live) in Herat. 

3. Her mother _______ (be) a teacher. 

4. Aisha ___________________ (study) law. 

5. Aisha’s brother _________ (come) to see their mother also. 

6. Aisha _____________ (bring) a gift. 

7. It ________ (be) her mother’s birthday. 

 
VI. Fill in the blank with the correct form of the past tense.  

a. I _________ (see) your book on the table in the library. 

b. You ____________ (go) to the Stage early today. 

c. Ismail ____________ (be) at school yesterday. 

d. Last night, Mojib and I _______ (help) the court clerk of court to 

prepare for trial. 

e. Nassima ___________ (hear) the verdict. 

f. The Appeals Court _________ (hear) the trial, and ________ 

(read) the verdict. 
 

VII. Fill in the blank with the correct possessive adjective. 

a. I am a lawyer.  _______ name is Fahim.  

b. He comes from Herat.  _________ home is in the west. 

c. They work at the Ministry of Justice.  __________ work is 

important. 

d.  They are.  ______________ school is Kabul University. 
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e. You are next to me.  _____________seat is here. 

f. It is Jamal’s dog.  __________ name is Trouble.   
                    

VIII. Fill in the blank with the correct possessive pronoun. 
a. This is my bag.  This bag is _______________. 

b. This is your pencil.  This pencil is _______________. 

c. This is our homework.  This homework is _____________. 

d. Jawed wrote this decision.  This decision is ____________. 

e. They did the assignment together.  The assignment is _________. 

f. You bought the book.  The book is ____________. 

g. I wrote the story.  The story is __________.   
 

IX. Fill in the blank with the correct form of the possessive 

noun.  Then rewrite the sentence with a pronoun. 

a. This is __________ (Jamila) book. 

__________________________________________________. 
 

b.  This bag is __________ (Nazir). 

__________________________________________________. 
 

c.   I took ___________ (Fahim) paper by accident.  

__________________________________________________. 
 

d.   The __________ (boys) ball was in the tree.  

__________________________________________________. 
 

e.   One ____________ (boy) ball was in the tree.  

__________________________________________________. 
 

f.   The good coat was in __________ (Akbar) closet. 
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__________________________________________________. 
 

g.   It was ___________ (Mojib) idea to go to the INLTC today. 

__________________________________________________. 
 

X. Fill in the correct form of the comparisons.   

a. (Tall) Sharif is _______, but Hamid is ______________(short)  than 

Sharif.  Wahid is _______of all.  

b. (Large) Mazar-e-Sharif is __________ than Herat, but Dubai is the 

__________ city in the region. 

b. (Good) Mint tea is ________, but I like lemon tea __________.   

c. (Big ) I ate a ________ apple, but Abdul ate a ________ apple.  

d.  (Small) My apple was _________ than Abdul’s apple. 

 
XI. Answer the following questions. 

a. Are you going to the Stage today? 

_________________________________________________. 

b. Do you have a blue head scarf? 

_________________________________________________. 

c. Do you have a sister? 

_____________________________________________________. 

d. What is your brother’s name? 

                  ____________________________________________________. 

e. Where is your sister? 

_____________________________________________________. 

f. Where is your home? 
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_____________________________________________________. 

g. When did you come to Kabul? 

_____________________________________________________. 

h. Why did you come to Kabul? 

                   ___________________________________________________.  

 

XII. Fill in the blanks in the following story about the law.  

Omaid and Sakina _______ (be) neighbors.  Last week, Omaid and 

Sakina __________ (have) a fight about a goat.  Omaid _________ 

(say) the goat was _______ (pronoun).  Sakina said the goat was 

_______ (pronoun). Omaid ________ (climb) through the roof of 

Sakina’s house to steal the goat. Mustafa, __________ (possessive 

pronoun) brother, was asleep. Omaid ___________ (hit) Mustafa in the 

face.  Mustafa ________ (begin) to bleed and ____________ (fall) to 

the ground. Sakina ______ (be) afraid for her brother.  She ________ 

(pick) up a stone and hit Omaid on the head. The brother and sister 

_______________ (attack) Omaid and Sakina died. The police 

________ (arrest) and took Sakina and Mustafa to custody.   

XIII. Write five sentences in the past tense to explain what 

happened next to Sakina and Mustafa.   

1. _____________________________________________. 

2. _____________________________________________. 

3. _____________________________________________. 

4. _____________________________________________. 

5. _____________________________________________. 

 


